
“In our eyes, it was es-

sential to serve as a 

Presidency that aimed at 

achieving results on is-

sues that demanded our 

immediate attention.” 

- Evangelos Venizelos 

 Our EU, our world 

 The economy, the currency... our 
money 

 EU: An Area of Freedom,   Securi-
ty and Justice 

 Social Policy and Health 

 Competitiveness: the key to 
growth 

 The future is now for Europe 

 Healthy eating-sustainable 
growth 

 Talking Green 

Together we’ ve sailed further 
 

That’s it. The Greek Presidency’s semester is coming to an end. 
 
For six months we sincerely tried to do our best for Europe at a most chal-
lenging time for our country and the Union. Difficulties didn’t make us 
falter. Instead, they made us more determined to live up to the challenge.  
 
With less than a few days to go, we proudly present a list of agreements 
reached during the Greek Presidency. Over 65 agreements impacting and 
improving almost every aspect of European citizens’ daily life. 
 
No agreement could have been possible without the remarkable job of  
previous Presidencies or without the cooperation and unlimited support 
of our institutional partners, the European Parliament, the Commission 
and all Member States. 
 
Our Presidency may have reached its end, but the journey is far from 
over. Handing over the Presidency to Italy, our common quest for a better 
Europe continues and together, united, we can do much better for our 
citizens. Together, we can sail further!   
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General 
Affairs, Foreign 
Affairs and 
EYCS Council 
 

Our EU, our world  

EU Maritime security strategy approved 
 

Important because… 
This is a framework that aims to effectively and comprehensively address the EU's mari-
time security challenges, risks and threats in the global maritime domain, such as cross-
border and organised crime, threats to freedom of navigation, the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction or environmental risks. The strategy covers both internal and ex-
ternal aspects of the Union's maritime security in a cross-sector and comprehensive ap-
proach, in accordance with the fundamental values and principles of the EU, including 
respect for international law and, in particular, the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea.  
Read more 
 

New regulation on the funding of European  
political parties: a leap forward for European  
democracy  
 

Important because… 
Τhe new regulation constitutes a qualitative leap for European representative democracy 
as it will enable truly transnational European political parties to play their role in bridging 
the gap between national and EU politics. It also constitutes a breakthrough in institution-
al issues, since discussions on this proposal have lasted almost two years spanning 
through four Presidencies. The regulation provides EU-level legal status for European po-
litical parties and their affiliated political foundations, aiming to increase their visibility 
and EU-wide recognition. The European legal status will also be a pre-condition to receive 
public funding from the EU budget.  
Read more  
 

Agreement on the Trade Enforcement Regulation  
 

Important because... 
The EU shall soon possess the mechanism to take measures against third countries that 
violate obligations stemming from international multi- and bilateral trade agreements of 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/last-general-affairs-council-under-greek-presidency-concludes-luxembourg
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/new-regulation-funding-european-political-parties-leap-european-democracy
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Our EU, our world  

which the EU is a signatory. 
Read more 
 

New framework for the safety of nuclear installa-
tions in Europe 
 

Important because… 
It puts safety on the spot, taking into account lessons learned from past nuclear acci-
dents and international cooperation. For the first time, a legally binding “safety objec-
tive” is set in the regulatory framework for existing as well as new nuclear installations 
in Europe. This agreement demonstrates the EU’s and its member states’ reflexes to the 
universal demand of  avoiding a nuclear accident in Europe. All member states, nuclear 
and non-nuclear, had an equal opportunity to participate in this negotiation, as the con-
sequences of nuclear accidents do not stop at borders. 
Read more 
 

Facilitating visually impaired persons’ access to 
books: Signing of the Marrakesh Treaty  
 

Important because… 
The Treaty aims at enabling the visually impaired and print-disabled community to have 
access to the same books as other people. According to the World Blind Union there are 
an estimated 285 million blind and partially sighted people in the world, most of them in 
developing countries, who can access only 5% of the worldwide book production. The 
European Union has been instrumental in pushing the Treaty forward. 
Read more 
 

Agreement on maritime spatial planning  
 

Important because... 
A step forward towards protecting the marine environment, while enhancing growth 
and promoting the sustainable development of maritime areas. This agreement is an 
essential element in the overall thematic of the Greek Presidency regarding the ''Sea 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/major-step-forward-protecting-eu-trade-interests
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/important-agreement-new-nuclear-safety-directive-achieved
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-presidency-signs-marrakesh-treaty-behalf-eu
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Our EU, our world  

Pillar''.  
Maritime spatial planning is a process by which the relevant member state authorities 
analyze and organize human activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, economic 
and social objectives. 
Read more 
 

New rules agreed for a faster, clearer and simpler 
European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) 
 

Important because... 
The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was set up to respond to major natural disas-
ters and express European solidarity to disaster-stricken regions within Europe. The Fund 
was created as a reaction to the severe floods in Central Europe in the summer of 2002. 
Since then, it has been used in 56 cases covering a range of different catastrophic events 
including floods, forest fires, earthquakes, storms and drought. 
Read more 
 

Establishing a Union Action for the European Capi-
tals of Culture (2020-2033) 
  

Important because... 
To better promote mutual understanding between European citizens, to strengthen the 
feeling of European citizenship and forge a common identity, this agreement paves the 
way for the continuation of one of the most successful EU initiatives, highlighting the rich-
ness of European cultures, in both their diversity and shared features.  
Read more 
 

EU to secure an easier way home for unlawfully 
removed national treasures  
 

Important because... 
The new proposal aims to improve the efficiency of the mechanisms to secure the return 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/agreement-reached-maritime-spatial-planning
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/new-eu-rules-agreed-faster-clearer-and-simpler-european-solidarity-fund
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/agreement-paves-way-new-rules-selecting-european-capitals-culture-after-2020
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of cultural objects classified as national treasures, updating the current directive 93/7/
EEC2, which was adopted when the single market was established and consequently 
internal borders were abolished.  
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/eu-secure-easier-way-home-unlawfully-removed-national-treasures
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ECOFIN Council  

The economy, the currency... our money 

A deal of major importance on the Single  
Resolution Mechanism (SRM) 
 

Important because… 
The aim is to ensure the orderly resolution of failing banks without recourse to taxpayers' 
money. This will involve both a systematic recourse to the bail-in of shareholders and 
creditors, in line with the bank recovery and resolution directive agreed in December, and 
the possible recourse to a single fund fully financed by banks.  
Read more 
 

A Single Resolution Fund to complete the Single 
Resolution Mechanism 
 

Important because… 
The signing of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the transfer and mutualisation of 
contributions to the Single Resolution Fund, constitutes the final step in the completion of 
the Single Resolution Mechanism. The Single Resolution Fund will be fully financed by 
bank contributions.  
Read more 
 

Capital increase of the European Investment 
Fund for Small and Medium Enterprises  
 

Important because… 
The European Investment Fund (EIF) capital increase aims at improving Small and Medi-
um sized Enterprises (SMEs) access to financing, developing SMEs’ loan capital markets, 
supporting EIF‘s role as the cornerstone investor in the venture and growth capital market 
and enhancing its role in micro finance and social impact investing. 
Read more 
 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-presidency-closes-deal-single-resolution-mechanism-srm
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/milestone-agreement-srf-completes-srm
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/agreement-capital-increase-eif-improves-smes-access-finance


7 

ECOFIN Council  

The economy, the currency... our money 

Final adoption of the Bank Recovery and Reso-
lution Directive (BRRD) 
 

Important because… 
Together with two other major developments - the deal on the Single Resolution Mech-
anism (SRM) and the agreement on Deposit Guarantee Schemes (DGS) - the BRRD com-
pletes the legislative work underpinning the Banking Union. This constitutes a crucial 
achievement in restoring confidence in the EU’s banks after the recent financial crisis. 
Establishing these common rules for a clear and comprehensive bank recovery and reso-
lution regime, the BRRD is crucial for ensuring long-term financial and economic stabil-
ity, and for reducing the potential costs for public funding and for taxpayers, in the 
event of a future financial crisis. 
Read more 
 

Recasting rules on Deposit Guarantee Schemes  
 

Important because… 
The agreement constitutes an essential step towards strengthening financial stability 
and confidence in credit institutions in the EU internal market. The rules preserve the 
coverage level of  €100,000 per depositor and per bank, harmonizing the framework for 
DGS across the European Union and ensuring a uniform, high level of protection for de-
positors in all Member States. 
Read more 
 

General approach on Anti-Money Laundering 
(AML) legislative package 
 

Important because… 
The agreement strengthens the rules and the tools to be used in the fight against money 
laundering and terrorist financing, in line with the revised Recommendations of the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force (FATF). It also responds to the international community’s de-

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/final-adoption-bank-recovery-and-resolution-directive-and-progress-important-tax
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/important-step-towards-single-rules-credit-institutions-eu
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mand for greater transparency in the companies’ ownership and follows the G7 commit-
ments. 
Read more  
 

Against tax fraud: Agreement on proposal to 
amend the Parent Subsidiaries Directive  
Important because… 
This is a crucial step forward in the fight against tax fraud and tax avoidance. The agree-
ment counters double non-taxation of corporate groups deriving from hybrid loan ar-
rangements. The aim is to close a loophole that currently allows corporate groups to ex-
ploit mismatches between national tax rules so as to avoid paying taxes on some types of 
profits distributed within the group. 
Read more 
 

Agreements on the Payment Accounts Directive 
(PAD) and on the Regulation on Key  
Information Documents for Packaged Retail and 
Insurance Based Investment Products  
 

Important because… 
The Payment Accounts Directive addresses fee transparency and comparability of pay-
ments made and received via a bank account. The main objective of the Regulation on 
Key Information Documents is to strengthen consumer protection by increasing transpar-
ency offered to retail investors with regard to packaged retail and insurance-based invest-
ment products. 
Read more 
 
 
 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/general-approach-anti-money-laundering-aml-legislative-package-agreed-eu-member
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/last-ecofin-under-greek-presidency-mission-accomplished
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/coreper-approves-agreements-payment-accounts-directive-pad-and-regulation-key
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The economy, the currency... our money 

Updated rules for markets in financial instru-
ments  
 

Important because… 
It constitutes an important step aimed at establishing a safer, sounder, more transpar-
ent and more responsible financial system, given that, with the revised rules, the EU ac-
quires a significant tool to reduce systemic risk and to ensure financial markets stability 
as well as adequate investor protection. 
Read more 
 

Legislative package of own resources  
 

Important because… 
With the unanimous political agreement, within the Council of EU, on the legislative 
package of own resources, related to the EU's multiannual financial framework (MFF) 
2014 -20, the prompt and steady financing of the EU policies is assured. 
Read more 
 

Agreement on UCITS (Undertakings for the Col-
lective Investment in Transferable Securities)  
 

Important because… 
The agreement on the UCITS V Directive enhances investor confidence and protection 
by introducing additional safeguards as regards depositary functions, avoids excessive 
risk taking by establishing appropriate remuneration policies and harmonises adminis-
trative sanctions at a European level. 
Read more  

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/markets-financial-instruments-mifid-ii-greek-presidency-reaches-agreement
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/unanimous-political-agreement-within-council-eu-legislative-package-own
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-presidency-reaches-provisional-agreement-ucits
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Extension of deadline for SEPA migration  
 

Important because… 
It postpones to 1 August 2014 the end-date in the euro area for the migration of domestic 
and intra-European credit transfers and direct debits in euros towards SEPA credit trans-
fers and SEPA direct debits. 
Read more 
 

Directive on mortgage credits  
 

Important because… 
The directive sets out to create an efficient and competitive single market for the benefit 
of consumers, creditors and credit intermediaries. It seeks to establish a high level of pro-
tection whilst addressing irresponsible lending and borrowing which has contributed to 
increased numbers of unaffordable loans, defaults and foreclosures throughout the EU. 
By ensuring that mortgage credit markets operate in a responsible manner, the directive 
also seeks to promote financial stability. 
Read more 
 

New rules on Central Securities Depositories 
(CSDs)  
 

Important because… 
Aiming at removing existing barriers to the market, the draft regulation introduces an ob-
ligation to represent all transferable securities in book entry form and to record them in 
CSDs before trading them on regulated venues. It harmonizes settlement periods and 
settlement discipline regimes across the EU. As a result, CSDs will benefit from uniform 
requirements for licensing and an EU-wide "passport". 
Read more 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/140734.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/140803.pdf
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/central-securities-depositories-council-confirms-agreement-ep
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Children first: Ratification of the Hague Conven-
tion on the International Recovery of Child Sup-
port 
 

Important because… 
The Convention is first and foremost a measure to protect children. Its objective is to 
ensure the effective international recovery of child support. How? By establishing a 
comprehensive system of administrative co-operation between the contracting states 
concerning the recognition and enforcement of maintenance decisions through proce-
dures which are accessible, efficient, cost-effective and fair. 
Read more 
 

New rules on insolvency for Small and Medium 
enterprises   
 

Important because… 
New legislation will make cross-border insolvency procedures more efficient and quick-
er, contributing thus to the survival of small and medium businesses, in the wake of the 
financial crisis, a legislation that  constituted one of the key priorities for the Greek Pres-
idency. 
Read more 
 

Amending "Brussels I Regulation" (EU, No 
1215/2012)  
 

Important because… 
It is a significant step forward in implementing the new EU patent law and the rules on 
jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of the respective judgments 
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/children-first
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-presidency-reaches-agreement-data-protection-insolvency-luxembourg
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-presidency-reaches-political-agreement-amending-regulation-eu-no-12152012
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Protecting the Euro and other currencies against 
counterfeiting  
 

Important because… 
This new Directive addresses the weaknesses of the existing legal framework and creates 
a sound basis to prevent, investigate and sanction Εuro- and other currencies-
counterfeiting in a consistent manner throughout the Union. 
Read more  
 

Partial General Approach on Data Protection 
Regulation 
 

Important because… 
Safeguarding the fundamental right to data protection while guaranteeing the free flow 
of data between Member States is the centrepiece of existing EU legislation on personal 
data protection. Building confidence in an online environment is also key to economic 
development, as the lack thereof makes consumers hesitate to shop online, thus slowing 
down the development of innovative uses of new technologies. The new agreement in-
cludes the territorial scope, the respective definitions of “Binding Corporate Rules” and 
"international organisation" and the transfer of personal data to third countries or inter-
national organisations. 
Read more 
 

Regulation for a European Account Preservation 
Order  
 

Important because… 
In a tough economic climate, it is vital for Member States’ economies to be able to pro-
vide citizens and businesses alike with a significant procedural tool that can help them 
recover their cross-border claims in a quick and efficient manner. 
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/member-states-favour-directive-protecting-euro-and-other-currencies-against
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-presidency-reaches-agreement-data-protection-insolvency-luxembourg
http://gr2014.eu/news/good-news-smes-presidency-secures-agreement-regulation-creating-european-account-preservation
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Fair rules for entry and stay of non EU seasonal 
workers  
 

Important because… 
The directive as agreed sets out fair and transparent rules for entry and stay of seasonal 
workers who are not EU citizens. It also lays down a common set of rights to which sea-
sonal workers are entitled to during their stay in the EU in order to avoid their economic 
and social exploitation. At the same time, it provides for incentives and safeguards to 
prevent temporary stays from becoming permanent. Member states can still determine 
the levels of admission and can reject applications if EU workers are available. 
Read more 
 

Visa waiver for Moldovan citizens with  
biometric passports  
 

Important because… 
The visa liberalization dialogue with Moldova was opened in June 2010 and a Visa Liber-
alization Action Plan was established. The decision on visa free access to the Schengen 
area is based on the progress made by the country in implementing major reforms. 
Read more 
 

Streamlining judicial cooperation on criminal 
investigations across the EU  
 

Important because… 
The goal of the directive is to allow member states to carry out investigative measures 
at the request of another member state on the basis of mutual recognition. The new 
rules would replace the current patchwork of legal provisions in this area with a single 
new instrument aiming to make judicial cooperation on investigations faster and more 
efficient. 
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/council-adopts-directive-third-country-seasonal-workers
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/council-adopts-directive-third-country-seasonal-workers
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/visa-waiver-moldovan-citizens-biometric-passports
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/streamlining-judicial-cooperation-criminal-investigations-across-eu
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Freezing and confiscation of criminal proceeds 
directive adopted  
 

Important because… 
The directive aims to make it easier for national authorities to confiscate and recover the 
profits made by criminals from cross-border and organised crime, in cases of the flight of 
the person concerned or illness. 
Read more 
 

Agreement on list of non-EU countries exempt 
from the visa requirement  
 

Important because… 
The evolving nature of the EU's visa policy and the increased need to ensure more  
coherence between visa policy and other EU policies justify that some additional criteria 
should be taken into account when reviewing the lists of non-EU countries subject to or 
exempt from the visa requirement.  
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/freezing-and-confiscation-criminal-proceeds-directive-adopted-today
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/coreper-agrees-list-non-eu-countries-exempt-visa-requirement
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Posting of workers: legal certainty and trans-
parency  
 

Important because… 
Τhe text strikes a balance between the necessity of guaranteeing legal  
certainty and transparency for service providers, while acknowledging member  
states' competence. 
Read more  
 

Making tobacco products less attractive 
 

Important because… 
The main objective of the directive's revision was to make tobacco products less attrac-
tive, especially to young people, by strengthening the rules on how tobacco products 
can be manufactured, presented and sold.  
Read more 
 

Joint Procurement Agreement for medical 
countermeasures 
 

Important because… 
The agreement aims to help member states ensure that pandemic vaccines and medi-
cines are available in sufficient quantities and at an advantageous price in case a cross- 
border health threat emerges.  
Read more 
 

Financing of reinforced pharmacovigilance  
 

Important because… 
The agreement that has been endorsed is expected to provide the means to finance the 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/posting-workers-agreement-greater-legal-certainty-and-transparency
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/making-tobacco-products-less-attractive-especially-young-people-council-adopts
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/last-epsco-health-council-focuses-medical-and-vitro-diagnostic-devices


16 

EPSCO Council  
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work of addressing the safety concerns and maintain high standards of quality, safety and 
efficacy of medicinal products. 
Read more  
 

Enhancing cooperation between Public  
Employment Services (PES)  
 

Important because… 
The establishment of a PES network is a positive contribution to the ongoing efforts to 
make existing structures more effective in tackling the unemployment crisis at a time 
when it has reached high levels in most Member States.  
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/council-confirms-deal-financing-reinforced-pharmacovigilance
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/strengthening-public-employment-services-cooperation-tackle-unemployment-crisis
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Protection of trade secrets 
 

Important because… 
The draft directive on which a general approach was agreed by the Council aims at pro-
tecting business against the theft of confidential business information, by making it easi-
er: for national courts to deal with such a crime, for victims to claim compensation and 
for products which infringe trade secrets to be removed from the market. 
Read more 
  

New rules to facilitate damage claims for anti-
trust law violations 
 

Important because… 
The new directive will harmonize and ensure the effective enforcement of antitrust  
damages rules within the EU, thereby allowing the victims of a cartel to receive full  
compensation for both the actual loss suffered and for lost profits.  
Read more 
 

Social responsibility for big companies  
 

Important because… 
New measures will require certain big EU companies to draw up, on a yearly basis, a 
statement relating to environmental, social and employee-related matters, respect for 
human rights, anti-corruption and bribery matters. These new measures are aimed at 
strengthening the company's transparency and accountability. 
Read more  
 

New directive on electronic invoicing in public 
procurement  
 

Important because… 
The directive will contribute to improving the functioning of the internal market by re-

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/compet-council-concludes-brussels-26052014
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/new-rules-facilitate-damage-claims-antitrust-law-violations
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/new-transparency-rules-social-responsibility-big-companies
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ducing the obstacles to entering the market, especially for SMEs, and by solving the prob-
lem of the compatibility of different e-invoicing systems in various member states. 
Read more 
 

Innovation investment package 
 

Important because… 
The innovation investment package, which implements the Innovation Union strategy to 
stimulate the creation of growth and jobs, will contribute to pool research and innovation 
investments in sectors facing major societal challenges in the next seven years.  
Read more 
 

Protection of satellites & space infrastructures  
 

Important because… 
Space infrastructures are increasingly threatened by collision risks due to the growing  
population of satellites and the amount of space debris. The EU has a strong interest  
in building a space situational awareness capability to ensure the protection of space and 
ground infrastructure it owns and uses for the benefit of its Member States.  
Read more  
 

New framework for radio equipment  
 

Important because… 
The draft directive lays down harmonised rules for placing radio equipment on the inter-
nal market. The new rules aim to keep pace with the growing number and variety of radio 
equipment devices and ensure that they do not interfere with each other and respect es-
sential health and safety requirements. Interoperability between radio equipment and 
accessories such as chargers should simplify the use of radio equipment and reduce un-
necessary waste and costs. 
Read more 
 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/electronic-invoicing-public-procurement
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/%CE%BDew-generation-ppps-pave-way-large-scale-research-innovation-projects
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/coreper-agreement-protection-satellites-and-space-infrastructures
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/140572.pdf
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Agreement for the safety of pressure equipment  
 

Important because… 
The directive aims at reinforcing and simplifying the market surveillance for the free 
movement of pressure equipment in the internal market. The new directive is in line with 
the Single Market Act, which stressed the need to restore consumer confidence in the 
quality of products on the market and the importance of reinforcing market surveillance.  
Read more 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/safety-pressure-equipment-internal-market
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New agreement to cut broadband cost  
 

Important because… 
This directive will make it easier and cheaper to roll out high-speed electronic communi-
cations networks, among other things by promoting the joint use of infrastructure, such 
as electricity, gas and sewage pipes. It also aims to increase the performance of high-
speed broadband networks and will contribute to the establishment of a single market at 
EU level. 
Read more  
 

Council adopts guidelines for trans-European 
telecommunications networks  
 

Important because… 
The regulation covers projects in the area of digital service infrastructures and  
broadband networks which meet the general objective of contributing to growth in line  
with the Europe 2020 strategy as well as a set of other conditions.  
Read more  
 

Inland navigation: New regulation promoting  
inland waterway transport  
 

Important because… 
The new regulation broadens the scope of the reserve funds called Inland Waterway  
Funds. While the measures included in the existing regulation concern only social matters 
and the safety of the working environment, other types of support measure are now in-
troduced to encourage innovation and environmental friendliness. 
Read more  
 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/new-agreement-cut-broadband-cost
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/council-adopts-guidelines-trans-european-telecommunications-networks
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/inland-navigation-new-regulation-promoting-inland-waterway-transport
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Building up clean fuel infrastructure across the 
EU  
 

Important because… 
Creating a sufficient network of recharging and refueling stations is considered crucial in 
order to drive consumer demand for vehicles powered by "clean fuel", such as electrici-
ty, hydrogen and natural gas, and to encourage manufacturers to develop such vehicles 
and to sell them at competitive prices. 
Read more  
 

eCall system: saving lives on European roads  
 

Important because… 
A decision to introduce a mandatory EU-wide system to handle emergency calls sent 
automatically by cars or triggered manually by people in the car in case of a crash 
(eCalls). 
Read more 
 
 

Establishing a reliable digital world for online 
transactions  
 

Important because… 
This regulation aims to technically establish and legally enhance all tools required by EU 
citizens, public services, and the private sector, in order to have a safe transition to digi-
tal infrastructure. 
Read more  

 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/building-clean-fuel-infrastructure-across-eu
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/ecall-system-saving-lives-european-roads
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/establishing-reliable-digital-world-online-transactions
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Agreement on indirect land-use change directive 
(biofuels production) 
 
 

Important because… 
By 2020, the EU aims at achieving a 20% share of renewables in the Union’s energy con-
sumption, a 10% share for renewable energy in the transport sector and a 6% reduction in 
the greenhouse gas intensity of fuels used in road transport and non-road mobile machin-
ery. However, there could be negative effects on greenhouse gas savings which might re-
sult from the conversion of land (in order to produce biofuels). The draft directive on indi-
rect land-use change (ILUC) aims to minimise the impact of indirect changes of land use 
on greenhouse gas emissions, while protecting existing investments in biofuels produc-
tion.  
Read more  
 

EU railways: political agreement on the 4th rail-
way package (technical pillar) 
 

Important because… 
Completion of the technical pillar would increase economies of scale for railway undertak-
ings across the EU, reduce administrative costs and speed up procedures. It should also 
help to avoid any discrimination in the issuing of safety certificates and vehicle authorisa-
tions. 
Read more 
 

Better rail services for all: Shift2Rail undertaking 
 

Important because… 
Aiming at supporting the development of better rail services in Europe, the Council adopt-
ed a regulation setting up a public-private partnership joint undertaking called Shift2Rail. 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/agreement-indirect-land-use-change-directive-energy-council-13062014
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/homepage/highlights/council-reaches-political-agreement-on-technical-pillar-of-4th-railway-package?lang=en
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The future is now for Europe 

The new entity will manage a research and innovation work programme, with a man-
date to double the capacity of the railway transport system, reduce its life-cycle cost by 
50% and decrease unreliability and late arrivals by 50%. The innovative technologies are 
expected to boost the EU rail sector's competitiveness vis-à-vis other modes of transport 
and foreign competition, as well as to create jobs and increase exports.  
Read more 
 

New lorry sizes for enhanced road safety 
 

Important because… 
Aiming at saving lives on the road throughout the EU, the proposal grants derogations 
on vehicle length so as to improve the drivers’ field of vision and thus the safety of both 
drivers and other road users, pedestrians, cyclists and other drivers. The  agreed text 
also promotes the use of clean fuels by allowing a limited weight increase for alternative 
fuel vehicles. 
Read more 
 

“Athens Declaration” for European shipping 
 

Important because… 
The Declaration sets policy priorities for the EU Member States and EEA Countries aim-
ing at ensuring the support, growth and sustainability of European shipping, recognising 
its important role to Europe’s economy and welfare. The policy priorities include: secur-
ing the long-term competitiveness of the EU’s maritime industry, increasing employ-
ment in the maritime sector, free access to markets, stronger role for Short Sea Ship-
ping, efficient EU-wide digital maritime services, the EU’s leading role in maritime tech-
nology & innovation and ensuring equal growth opportunities for smaller and remote 
islands.  
Read more 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/143207.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/homepage/highlights/council-reaches-political-agreement-on-technical-pillar-of-4th-railway-package?lang=en
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/athens-declaration-sets-eu-future-maritime-transport-policy-priorities
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The future is now for Europe 

Strengthening European Maritime Safety    
Agency response mechanism  
 

Important because… 
The agreement regards a regulation to finance the actions of the European Maritime Safe-
ty Agency (EMSA) in the field of response to marine pollution caused by ships and oil and 
gas installations in the years 2014 to 2020. 
Read more  
 

Agreement on updated rules for the  
introduction of noise-related operating  
restrictions at EU airports  
 

Important because… 
Noise is a significant issue for the people living in the vicinity of airports. It is important for 
the EU to have rules harmonizing the decision-making process on noise-restriction 
measures, across the Union. 
Read more  
 

Updated rules for marine equipment  
 

Important because… 
Aiming at enhancing maritime safety and thus protecting the marine environment, the 
directive regulates marine equipment to be placed on board EU ships. 
Read more  

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/marine-pollution-taken-seriously-new-regulation-strengthen-emsa-response
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/agreement-updated-rules-introduction-noise-related-operating-restrictions-eu
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/council-and-european-parliament-agree-updated-rules-marine-equipment
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Healthy eating-sustainable growth 

Promoting EU quality agricultural products 
 

Important because… 
An agreement of great importance for the new European Union policy on the promotion 
of quality agricultural products on the internal market and in third country markets, 
within the CAP reform. The adoption of this regulation provides multiple benefits com-
pared to the existing regime, amongst others, the significant increase in both the total 
budget allocated to the promotion programmes and the EU financial contribution. 
Read more 
 

Financing the new Common Fisheries Policy  
 

Important because… 
The tentative agreement sets the ground for the timely adoption of the European Mari-
time and Fisheries Fund regulation, which is a prerequisite for the smooth funding of 
policies and measures under the reformed Common Fisheries Policy and the planning of 
fisheries operational programmes for the 2014-2020 period. 
Read more 
 

Plant protection measures adopted 
 

Important because… 
Plant protection products used on a smaller scale (minor uses), although considered as 
economically non-viable by the plant protection industry, are an important issue for 
farmers, especially in countries like Greece, where the production is characterized by a 
wide range of different and specialized crops. This affects almost a quarter of the crop 
production in the EU and at the same time creates an additional - over € 1 billion a year - 
cost to farmers, so it is important to seek measures that would ensure the availability of 
modern and efficient products at reasonable prices. As a first step, the Council support-
ed the establishment of an independent technical secretariat to coordinate actions at 
both national and stakeholder’s level. 
Read more    

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/important-agreement-creates-multiple-benefits-producers-and-eu%E2%80%99s-exports
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/provisional-agreement-financing-new-common-fisheries-policy-2812014
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/plant-protection-measures-adopted-agrifish-council-brussels-19052014
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Talking Green 

Amending EU Emissions Trading Scheme  for aviation  
 

Important because… 
As the aviation sector has a strong international character, a global approach to address-
ing emissions from aviation offers the best prospects of ensuring sustainability in the long 
term. A single global market-based measure applying to international aviation emissions 
should be in place from 2020 onwards and the new regulation is intended to maintain the 
momentum towards this goal of utmost importance for the global environment. 
Read more 
 

Updated rules for shipment of waste  
 

Important because… 
The new regulation amends an older one, which lays down requirements for shipment of 
waste within the EU and between the EU and third countries in order to protect human 
health and the environment. The new regulation contains strengthened measures to en-
sure a more uniform implementation of the waste shipment regulation throughout the 
EU. By 1 January 2017, member states will have to establish inspection plans, satisfying 
specific requirements, plans that are to be regularly reviewed and updated. Information 
related to inspections should be made publicly available on an annual basis.    
Read more 
 

New rules for growing genetically modified or-
ganisms 
 

Important because… 
The draft directive provides the legal basis for member states to restrict or prohibit the 
cultivation of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on their territory, for reasons other 
than health or environment considerations. The proposal applies to GMOs that are au-
thorised or under authorisation at EU level. Possible grounds that can be used by member 
states to ban or restrict GMOs include: socioeconomic reasons, land use and town plan-
ning, agricultural policy objectives and public policy  
Read more 
 

http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/agreement-reached-amend-emissions-trading-scheme-aviation-732014
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/council-and-ep-agree-updated-rules-shipment-waste
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/homepage/highlights/council-reaches-political-agreement-on-new-rules-for-growing-gmos?lang=en
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Talking Green 

Regulation for CO2 emissions reduction from 
new light commercial vehicles  
 

Important because… 
From 2020, a target of 147 g CO2/km is set for the average emissions of new light com-
mercial vehicles registered in the Union. In view of the link between CO2 emissions and 
fuel consumption, reducing CO2 emissions from light commercial vehicles will also con-
tribute to reducing fuel consumption and related costs for owners of such vehicles in a 
cost-effective manner. 
Read more 
 

Protecting our ecosystem from invasive alien 
species  
 

Important because… 
The regulation lays down rules to prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impacts of 
the introduction and spread, both intentional and unintentional, of invasive alien spe-
cies on biodiversity, the related ecosystem services, as well as other economic and social 
impacts. 
Read more  
 

Technical implementation of the Kyoto Protocol 
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change 
 

Important because… 
The new regulation provides rules to ensure the technical implementation of the Kyoto 
Protocol in the EU for the second commitment period 2013-2020. These rules are neces-
sary to enable the effective operation of the joint fulfilment of the commitments of the 
EU, its member states and Iceland on emissions control and reduction.  
Read more 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/140977.pdf
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/protecting-our-ecosystem-invasive-alien-species
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/new-regulation-ensure-technical-implementation-kyoto-protocol


Our European Union is  

Our strength 
 

“Greece assumed the Presidency of the EU Council under difficult circum-

stances. It was difficult for Greece itself, because Greece is only now re-

covering from its worst crisis in decades. But also for the entire EU, which 

faced its biggest challenge since it was established: A financial crisis that 

shook the certainties of European citizens and, for a moment, created 

doubts even regarding the Union itself.  

Our first objective was to respond to the pressing needs of European citi-

zens. And then we had to restore to the extent possible, the credibility of 

the EU to European citizens and its ability to generate results in critical 

circumstances.  

This is the only way a crisis can eventually strengthen you: When people, 

despite doubts, despite trials, learn to trust their leadership; and when 

they see that changes being introduced allow development again, shield 

social cohesion, and correct errors of the past, leading to a renaissance of 

Hope. […] 

Our European Union – and I deeply believe this – is our strength. And our 

ability to overcome problems is proof that we use this strength wisely. 

And that we deserve the position we hold today in the world and the role 

we continue to claim.” 

Antonis Samaras 

Prime Minister of Greece  

Visit also our site: http://gr2014.eu/ 

http://gr2014.eu/

